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r<he important substances so used are chloride
of lime, carbolic a,cid, cresol, formaldehyde
and iodine. See antiseptic.
DISPENSARY, a place where free
medicines or free prescriptions are given to
poor patients who are able to apply in person
for them. In nearly all large cities such
places are supported by private funds or
as a regular branch of public benefaction.
Though sometimes dispensary privileges are
abused by the well-to-do, these institutions
are of such benefit to the poor that they
deserve to be a permanent form of social
service.
DISPENSATION, a license or special
privilege granted by an authorized Church
official to a person who desires to be excused
from complying with some Church rule. In
the Roman Catholic Church, for example,
parish priests have the right to dispense their
parishioners from observing fasting or holy
days, but in matters of highest importance
the power of dispensation rests with the Pope
or other high dignitaries. In the Church of
England the Archbishop of Canterbury may
grant special licenses for the performance of
the marriage ceremony without the publish-
ing of banns, while the bishops are empow-
ered to give clergymen special permission to
hold more than one charge or to work out-
side of their parishes.
In fraternal organizations dispensation is
the permission granted by the highest
authority to subordinate lodges to perform
some act not provided for in the regular
rules or routine.
BENJAMIN DIS-
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DISRAELI, diercfU, benjamin, Earl of
Beaconsneld (1804-1881), an eminent Eng-
lish statesman and writer. He was the eldest
son of Isaac Disraeli,
a man of letters, who
with his family in
1817 renounced Juda-
ism and joined the
Church of England.
Benjamin studied l
but finding it distaste-^
ful, turned to litera-
ture, and in 1826
brought out a novel,
Vivian Grey, a marked
success* In the ten
years following, Disraeli traveled in Europe,
wrote intermittently and became interested
in polities. In 1837 he was elected to Parlia-
ment as a Tory member from Maidstone.
 During his first years in Parliament he sup-
ported Peel, but when Peel gave his support
to the repeal of the Corn Laws, Disraeli
withdrew from his party and soon became
recognized in the House as leader of the
protectionists. Some years later, feeling
that the people did not wish longer a pro-
tection policy, he abandoned it. He was
made Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1852
and three times subsequently he served in the
same office.
In 1868 Disraeli became Prime Minister,
but his party was defeated at the next elec-
tion, and not until 1874 did he again come
into power. This time, however, he had come
in with a strong Conservative majority, and
he remained in power for six years. Disraeli
as Prune Minister introduced many reforms,
but his administration was chiefly noteworthy
for its foreign policy. The gaining control
of the Suez Canal, the proclaiming of Victoria
as Empress of India and the compelling of
Eussia by the Treaty of Berlin to abandon a
part of its ambitious plans against Turkey
were the most important events of his min-
istry. During his term as Prime Minister,
too, Disraeli entered the House of Lords as
Earl of Beaconsfield* His party was de-
feated in 1880, and Disraeli withdrew into
private life.
His novels, most noteworthy among which
are Henrietta Temple, Comngsby, Tancred,
Sibyl and Lofhair, are of great interest, be-
cause they deal, from the point of view of
an insider, with fashionable social life of the
time.
DISTEM'PER, an animal disease caused
by a germ producing catarrhal inflammation.
The lungs, nose, eyes or nervous system may
be attacked, and the initial symptoms include
trembling, chills, weakness and failing ap-
petite. As an attack progresses it is charac-
terized by inflammation and watering of the
eyes, sneezing, coughing, restlessness and
loss of flesh. Distemper attacks various
domestic animals, but especially young dogs.
Preventive treatment by the Laidlaw-Dunkin
method produces immunity after a lapse of
time. By the Little method the dog is given
the disease by injecting the virus on one side,
then introducing the serum immediately on
the other side of the body. Immunity fol-
lows at once. This discovery followed after
many years of research.
DISTILLATION, distil a shun, a process
of boiling liquid, such as water, and con-

